MUSLIM LOYALTY ESSENTIAL     V
Some said to him that every Muslim m the Indian
Union was loyal to Pakistan and not to India. He would
deny the charge. Muslim after Muslim had come and
said the contrary to him. In any event, the majority
here need not be frightened of the minority. After all,
four and a half crores of Muslims in India were spread
over the length and breadth of the land. The Muslims
in the villages were harmless and poor, as in Sevagram.
They had no concern with Pakistan. Why turn them
out ? As for traitors, if there were any, they could always
be dealt with by the law. Traitors were always shot,
as happened in the case even of Mr. Amery's son, though
Gandhiji admitted that that was not his law. Others
said that some Muslim officials were being kept here in
order to keep all Muslims in India loyal to Pakistan.
Some said that the Muslims looked upon all the Hindus
as kqffirs. Learned Muslims had told him that this was
wholly incorrect. The Hindus were as much followers of
inspired scriptures as the Muslims, Christians and Jews.
In any event, he appealed to the Hindus and Sikhs to
shed all fear of the Muslims from their hearts, to be
kind to them, to invite .them to return and settle in their
old homes and to guarantee them protection from hurt.
He was sure that in this way they would get the desired
response from the Muslims of Pakistan, even from the
border tribes across the Frontier. This was the way to
peace and life for India, To drive every Muslim from
India and to drive every Hindu and Sikh from Pakistan
would mean war and eternal ruin for the country. If
such a suicidal policy was followed in both the States,
it would spell the ruin of Islam and Hinduism in Pakistan
and the Union. Good alone could beget good. Love
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